
Introduction 

Parakuiyo Maasai are one of the Maasai sections 
found in Tanzania. They keep Cattle, Sheep, Donkeys, 
Camels and Goats. Parakuiyo Maasai are found in 
Tanga, Manyara, Dodoma, Iringa, Mbeya, Kilimanjaro, 
Coast, Morogoro and Lindi regions in Tanzania. 
Parakuiyo pastoralists are in dilemma of deciding to 
continue with nomadic or opt for sedentary life. The 
question yet to be answered. 
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Economic, spiritual and cultural values of Pastoralism 

1. Employment of Maasai 

2. Employment of none Maasai people through meat 

value chain, paid labour and animal products 

3. Biodiversity conservation; of Tanzania 15 national 

parks(Manyara, Arusha, Ngorongoro, Serengeti, 

Tarangire and Mkomazi) 6 used to be traditional 

Maasai lands. 

4. Mechanism for conflict resolution 

5. Payment of Dowry 

6. Symbol of identity 

7. Traditional knowledge 

8. Age grading 

9. Food 
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Ritual practice 
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Opening up new age group 
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Ritual, Spiritual and cultural practice 
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Food security 
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A boy trying to get milk from a polite cow 
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Food security 
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Cow hide dried for bed 
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Girls preparing for dance 
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Women Dancing 
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Warrior dancing 
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Challenges facing pastoralism 

1. Maasai live in marginal lands. 

2. Increased land grabbing by elite and investors from 

outside the country. 

3. Small famers expanding their agricultural activities in 

pastoral grazing areas, water points and mobility 

routes. 

4. Adverse climate/weather variability. 

5. Underrepresentation in decision making venues. 

6. Increased poverty among Maasai pastoralists. 

7. Migration to urban/town centres seeking for income 

earning activities. 

8. Stereotypes. 

9. Globalisation. 14 



Protected areas in Tanzania 
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Maasai Eviction History  

Eviction in Mkomazi Game Reserve, Same district,  

Kilimanjaro region and Lushoto district, Tanga  

region 1987-1988 

1. 53 pastoralists were evicted 

2. Pastoralists moved to Umba river, Handeni and 

Simanjiro districts, some remained outside Mkomazi 

Game Reserve(Now Mkomazi National Park) where 

they lost their livestock to diseases and lack of grass. 

3. In 1995-1996 pastoralists took government to High 

Court in Moshi Kilimanjaro demanding compensation 

of Tsh 2Billions for loss of property during the eviction 

4. Only 11 were paid Tsh 300,000/= each. 

5. Pastoralists are living in abject poverty. 
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Maasai Eviction History  

Eviction in Mbarali District, Mbeya  region 2006/2007 

1. 4,000 pastoralists were evicted 

2. 320,000 livestock (Cattle, Goats and Sheep) lost in 

the operation. 

3. Mbarali District Council collected Tsh 700m from 

fines. 

4. Pastoralists were driven to Lindi and Coastal regions 

a 1,000km from Mbeya region. 

5. 1,501 Pastoralists filed land case No.10, 2009   in 

High Court, Mbeya demanding for compensation for 

loss of property, but lost in the judgment of October 2, 

2012. 

6. Pastoralists left in abject poverty. 17 



Challenges facing pastoralism 

Eviction  of pastoralists in Kilosa district, Morogoro 

region 2009 

1. 2000 pastoralists evicted. 

2. 20,000 livestock lost in the operation 

3. Kilosa district authority collected Tsh 800m for district 

council budget through fining pastoralists 

4. Families affected are now relying on food assistance 

from neigbours. 

5. 76 pastoralists filed Case No.22, 2012 in High Court 

Dares salaam against the district authority 

demanding compensation of Tsh 12Billions for loss 

incurred during the eviction. 

6. Another eviction planned on 2nd January 2013. 
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Challenges facing pastoralism 

Eviction of pastoralists in Ulanga and Kilombero 

districts in Morogoro region 2012/13 

 

1. 5000 pastoralists evicted. 

2. 380,000 livestock evicted and lost in hands of 

government officials. 

3. Billions of Tanzanian shillings collected through fines 

during the operation. 

4. Pastoralists in abject poverty. 

5. No compensation made. 

6. No alternative land allocated. 
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A lorry transporting cattle to PUGU Market in Dares salaam during  the 

eviction in Kilombero and Ulanga districts  where 380,000  livestock were 

evicted by government by Mid January 2013. 
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A receipt of fine paid in the eviction of Kilosa 

district, Morogoro region 2009 
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A team evicted pastoralists in Ulanga and Kilombero 

districts in Morogoro region 2012/13 
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Maasai women and children running away 

from eviction in Kilosa district 2009 
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Maasai Eviction History  

1. The eviction was carried out in a military fashion, 
causing unprecedented loss and suffering to families 
and property. The evicted Maasai were neither 
compensated nor offered alternative residential or 
grazing lands, as the law required. As such they 
claimed damages worth billions of shillings.  

 

2. The game scouts, police and militiamen effecting the 
eviction assaulted pastoralists, harassed their 
families, mothers with newly born babies had to be 
carried and dumped into the bush in the rush of the 
eviction, cattle, donkeys and calves strayed into the 
wilderness where they were lost or devoured by 
beasts; bomas, huts, kraals, cattle, domestic articles, 
food stuffs, veterinary medicines, cash and 
ornaments got lost or burnt. 
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Survival strategies 

1. Keep big herds of livestock in a varsity land 

2. Division of labour /duties/responsibilities in the family 

unity and community 

3. Unity among community members 

4. Use land in communal way 

5. Formation of organizations for lobby and advocacy of 

pastoralists rights. 

6. Keeping breeds/species that can resist diseases and 

harsh environment 

7. Diversify food and means of production 

8. Lobby for pastoralists rights at national, regional and 

international level. 
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Survival strategies 

8.  Build houses in cities to rent and get money for 

education, buying livestock, feed the families, 

clothing and other home uses. 

9.  Buy residues in harvested farms 

10. Engage in livestock trades 

11. Sell tobacco, beads and herbs 

12. Work as watch guards 

13. Organise EWOLOTO a traditional mutual assistance 

of giving livestock to poor families 
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Survival mechanism 

14. Keeping breeds/species that can resist diseases and 

harsh environment. 

15. Diversify food and means of production. 

16. Build houses in cities to rent and get money for 

education, buying livestock, feed the families, clothing 

and other home uses. 

17. Buy residues in harvested farms. 

18. Engage in livestock trades. 

19. Sell tobacco and herbs. 

20. Work as watch guards. 

21. Organise EWOLOTO a traditional mutual assistance 

of giving livestock to poor families. 
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Opportunities 

1. African Union Pastoral Policy Framework 

2. Pastoralists traditional knowledge of utilizing  and 

managing natural resources 

3. Availability of livestock species that survive in harsh 

environment and resistance to droughts and 

diseases 

4. No to high input animals. 

5. Research revealed that pastoralism employed a 

significant  number of people apart from pastoralists 

through meat values chain, manure, bones, hides, 

horns and hoofs. 
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Recommendations 

1. Pastoralists and other livestock keepers forum in the Global 

Agenda of Action (GAA) in support of sustainable livestock 

sector development 

2. The Global Agenda of Action (GAA) in support of sustainable 

livestock sector development should include agenda of human 

rights and animal welfare   

3. Pastoralists and other livestock keepers need funding for 

capacity building in the GAA process. 

4. Community land should be established 

5. Special seats in decision making processes 

6. Legal aid should be provided to pastoralists 

7. Protected areas  authorities shall establish outreach 

programme to assist the development of pastoralists. 
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