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Livestock – compelling figures

> 10 % of agric. water 
use

+50% in 2050

€
40% of agric. GDP  

1 person in 4

Grazing, 26% 33% of crop 
land

62% pathogens of animal 
origin14.5% of GHG

25% of proteins
13% of kcal

1 Bn
Poor, livestock 

keepers



Why are we here?

“Sustainable development is only possible in a world without hunger and 
poverty”

“Agriculture and livestock are feeding the world”

The Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock is enhancing livestock 
holder’s commitment and investments in support of the UN 2030 Agenda



History of GASL 2011-2019

The Livestock 
Revolution.  
Delgado

Minding the Stock 
(SOFA). World Bank  

Global livestock production 
systems. FAO/ILRI

MSP in Brasilia. 
70 participants; 
Sustainable (‘responsible’)

MSP in Phuket. 
Focus Area groups; Phuket 
Roadmap; next steps

MSP in Ottawa. 
Incorporate all 
facets of 
sustainability

Livestock’s Long
Shadow. 
FAO

MSP in Cali. 
165 participants; 
elaboration of 
full sustainability

Livestock in a 
Changing Landscape
World Livestock 

Livestock sector 
development for poverty 
reduction. FAO

MSP in Nairobi. 
Refine action programmes 
and operational modalities; 
initial Agenda set-up

MSP in Panama. 
UN Agenda 2030 
Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDGs) related to 
livestock and the 
advance of a 
sustainability 
framework that 
addresses the SDGs.

2017

2018

MSP in Addis 
Abeba. 
300 participants; 
Showcasing 
livestock-based 
solutions, tools 
and cases

MSP in Ulaanbaatar. 
Livestock on the Move. 
Regional focus on mobile 
herding. Global focus on 
four sustainability domains.

10th GFFA, Berlin
Introduction of the four 
sustainability domains, 
framework for GASL.

1st regional MSP in Ukraine
Collaboration of Eastern 
Europe, Caucasus & Central 
Asia towards sustainable 
livestock production 

2019

2nd regional MSP 
in Brazil

9th MSP in 
Manhattan, Kansas
Innovation for 
Sustainable 
Livestock Systems

#LivestockAgenda

11th GFFA, Berlin



Where GASL comes from

1997 – 2005 LEAD (Livestock Environment and Development)

2005 Livestock’s Long Shadow 

2009 State of Food and Agriculture Report. Livestock in the balance 

2010 Livestock in a changing landscape

2010 COAG 2010 – the guidance to begin GASL

2011 -2019 9  MSP Meetings: Brazil, Thailand, Kenya, Canada,  Columbia, 
Panama, Ethiopia, Mongolia and USA

2016 Endorsement of GASL by  the Committee of Agriculture of FAO (COAG

2016-2018 Implementation of an approved Action Plan of GASL 

2019-2021 Implementation of an approved Action Plan of GASL 



GASL ACTION PLAN 2019 - 2021

Enhancing the contribution of the livestock sector to the Sustainable 
Development Goals with a multistakeholder partnership approach

#LivestockAgenda



Major Achievements 2011 to 2019

o Provision of a unique forum to discuss the issues around
livestock sustainability with a broad and diverse participation

o From a focus on natural resources to a sustainability approach
encompassing social, economic and environmental issues

o Growth in membership

o Contribution through FAO’s operational and technical expertise

o Publications 

#LivestockAgenda



Major Achievements 2011 to 2019

o Progress towards a more consensual view on sustainable
livestock

o Technical solutions for sustainable livestock globally, regionally
and nationally

o Policy and practice change in:
• Mesoamerica and South America (low-carbon livestock production), 

• Mongolia (Mongolian Agenda for Sustainable Livestock)

• Eastern Europe and Central Asia (GASL Reg. MSP Meeting in Uman, Ukraine, 2018) 

• Brazil (GASL Regional Meeting in Brazil, 2019)

#LivestockAgenda



GASL Governance Structure 

GUIDING 
GROUP

Public 
Sector

Multi-
lateral 
Org.

Social 
Move-
ments

NGOsDonors

Acade
-mia

Private 
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DIALOGUE EVIDENCE

PRACTICE & 
POLICY  

CHANGE

Clusters
Guiding Group
Objectives
Action Networks

Livestock for 
social 

development

LAMP

LEAP

Animal 
Welfare

Dairy Asia

Closing the 
efficiency 

gap
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pastoral 
Systems

Value to 
Grasslands



Membership 

Public Sector; 18

Private Sector; 22

Academia and 
Research ; 25

Multilateral and 
Intergovernmental 
Organizations ; 7

NGOs; 25

Social Movements ; 5

Donors ; 9

The Global 
Agenda has
111 members of 
seven clusters. 
(August 2019)

#LivestockAgenda



Strategic Framework of GASL

Vision

Enhancing the contribution of the livestock sector to sustainable
development

Mission

Enhancing livestock stakeholders’ commitment, 
investments and adoption of good practices and policies in 
support of the UN Agenda 2030 through a multistakeholder
partnership process



Main objectives of GASL, 

GASL facilitates dialogue
o Mutlti-stakeholder partnership meetings, global and regional 

o Participation in meetings of our members (GRSB, ERBS, AACAA, CISS, CFS) 

GASL assembles and communicates evidence
o Research by Action Networks, Publications 

o E.g. Livestock Environmental Assessment and Performance 
Partnership (LEAP) 

GASL advocates for change in practice and policy
o Mongolian Agenda for Sustainable Livestock 

o Policy panels 

o Participation in the Global Forum for Food and Agriculture (GFFA) , 
Berlin



Strategic Framework of GASL

#LivestockAgenda

Sustainability Domains

GASL adopted the four sustainability 

domains as an outcome of the Global 

Forum for Food and Agriculture 

(GFFA) Meeting in Berlin, January 

2018. The domains guide the work of 

the Global Agenda and serve as a 

framework.



Strategic Framework of GASL

#LivestockAgenda

Sustainability Domains & SDGs



Strategic Framework of GASL

#LivestockAgenda

The Ways we Work
Global multistakeholder 

partnership activities

Support the development of
national and regional 

multistakeholder 
partnerships

Actions and interactions of 
Clusters and Action 

Networks

Link GASL to global public
and private institutions, fora

and research networks

Facilitate policy dialogue, 
policy development and 

sharing of experience

Strengthen communication
and networking



Action Networks, where the work is being done 

Livestock for 
social 

development

LAMP

LEAP

Animal 
Welfare

Dairy Asia

Closing the 
efficiency 

gap

Silvo-
pastoral 
Systems

Value to 
Grasslands

The Action Networks are 
thematic technical expert 
groups:
• Create evidence
• Make tools and 

guidelines available,
• Enhance  practice 

change. 



Challenges 2019-2021

• Increase visibility

• Grow its viable financial base

• Increase its presence in international and global fora

• Increase its contribution to policy dialogue

• Increase effectiveness as a partner of multilateral and intergovernmental
institutions

• Broaden the stakeholder basis

• Include gender dimension explicitly

• Explore adoption of a Theory of Change and a Monitoring, Learning and Evaluation 
System for GASL 

#LivestockAgenda



Joining the Global Agenda

GASL Consensus Document (13 November 2015)

The signatories (summary): 

• Recognize the UN Agenda 2030 as framework for sustainable development

• Participate and engage actively in the Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock

• Contribute to the capacity of the Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock

• Commit with the other stakeholders of the Global Agenda for Sustainable
Livestock and recognize the active engagement of all Clusters

• Accept that GASL is open, consensual, inclusive, based on knowledge and mutual 
respect, and built on voluntary stakeholder engagement

#LivestockAgenda



Important Future Milestones of GASL 

2019 Participation in the Xth Silvopastoral Conference in Paraguay, 24-26 Sept.2019

2019 Participation in the CFS Side Event, 15 October 2019 in collaboration with FAO, 
KSU, IFAD, ILRI and Brazil Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply. 
Reporting on the 9th GASL MSP, Kansas, USA

2020 10th GASL MSP in Delémont Switzerland. 14 to 20 June 2020
«The multiple roles of livestock in sustainable development» (working title)

2021 11th GASL MSP in Beijing, China (to be confirmed) 
« Sustainable Intensification» (working title) 

#LivestockAgenda



Information about the Global Agenda

The Action Plan 2019-2021 is online 
accessible on:

www.livestockdialogue.org

Agenda Support Team:

livestock-dialogue@fao.org

Fritz Schneider, Chair of GASL:

fritz.schneider@bfh.ch

mailto:livestock-dialogue@fao.org
mailto:fritz.schneider@bfh.ch

