
 

1. Main grassland degradation issues & 
hotspots 

a) More relevant ecosystems (and extent of 
pasture degradation):  
 
- savannah/cerrado, pampa, amazona, 
chaco/pantanal, mata atlântica/altiplanos; 
- importance: population, GDP, technical 
indicators (bovine population, hd/km2 
- move forward in ranking ecosystems 
under a recovery strategy; 
 
 

b) Main factors explaining pasture 
degradation; 

 

- low soil fertility; 
- poor pasture establishment; 
- pasture management (over-grazing , 
pest, diseases included); 
- low net returns and hence low capacity 
to implement better practices; 
- lack of widespread extension services; 
- land use policies (more relevant in the 
past with no consensus in the present); 

 

2. Possible technical interventions to 
restore value to grasslands 

a) Pasture degradation indicators; 
 
- animal productivity; 
- soil fertility; 
- weeds, pests, diseases; 
- water quality (+ silting, run-off, bare soil, 
erosion, etc.); 
 

b) Pasture management options for 
recovering degraded pastures; 

- better pasture management aiming to 
generate “extra-cash” to help in pasture 
recovery; 



- direct use of fertilizers (with different 
degrees of mechanical interventions); 

- integrated crop-livestock systems; 

- silvopastoral systems; 

 

c) Technical, economic and environmental 
coefficients of proposed technologies; 

- necessary to improve database and 
analysis; 

 

d) Are the proposed technologies well-
validated in on-farm conditions? 

- necessary to make additional efforts to 
provide valuable information for future 
policies and actions; 

 

3. Knowledge gaps and other 
implementation constraints considering 
production systems, environmentally 
issues and socio-economic context 

a) Demand for human and institutional 
capacities for implementing novel 
technologies; 

b) Demand for financing for implementing 
alternative technologies; 

c) On-going R&D effort (ex. BNF in 
gramineous plants); 

d) Improve technical advice / extension 
efforts to farmers; 

e) Rural credit rates compatible with 
international benchmarks; 

f) Target: financing pasture recovery as a 
public good (consider PES alternatives); 

g) Better governance and enforcement; 
h) Expand sharing-knowledge strategies 

regarding different technologies and 
regions experiences (but with actions 
focusing on local-specific strategies); 

i) Support services (laboratories, technical 
services, etc.) associated with agricultural 
production; 



j) Operational restrictions to increase the 
scale and the possible spill-over effects 
and the role of private and public sectors; 

k) Key partnerships for moving forward in a 
successful strategy; 

l) Scale of the programs for recovering 
degraded pastures and necessary means; 
 


